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P A R ()  C H I A I,  COMMITTEES. 


At  ti  Meeting'  of  the  Hexham  Rural  District 
Council,  held  on  the  8th  Day  of  January,  1895. 
it  was  resolved — - 

1 hat  the  Parish  Council,  where  there  is  one,  and  the  Parish 
Commute,  where  there  is  no  Parish  Council,  with  the  addition 
in  both  cases  of  the  District  Councillor,  or  Councillors,  for  the 
Contributory  Place,  be  the  Parochial  Committees.” 


The  following  Townships  have  Parish  Councils: 


ACOMB, 

APLENDAPE. 

B ROOM  EE  V. 

CIIOEEER  TON. 

HEXHAM  POW 
QUARTER. 

HORSLEY. 

HUMSHAUGH, 

MICKPEY. 

PRUDHOE  CAST  PE 

SANDHOE. 

SHOTPEY  POW 
QUARTER. 

SIMONBURN. 

CORBRIDGE. 

NEWBROUGH. 

SPAPEY. 

Kptrixgham. 

OVINGHAM. 

WAPP. 

HAYDON. 

OVINGTON. 

WARDEN. 

HEDPEV. 

PRl’DITOE. 

WYI.AM. 

A N N U A L R E PORT 


OK  THK 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

TO  THE 

HEXHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1896. 


G ENTLEMEN, 

In  again  laying  before  you  the  Annual  Report,  it  will  be  seen 
the  Tables  give  the  statistics  of  the  Births,  Deaths,  and  Infectious 
Diseases  for  the  whole  of  the  District,  and  also  for  each  of  the  four 
Sub-Districts  into  which  it  is  divided. 

The  AREA  of  the  district  is  200,977  Acres,  and  is  divided  into 
the  four  following,  with  their  Areas  : 

Allendale  Sub  District  having  an  area  of  51,808  acres  ; 

Bywell  Sub-District  having  an  area  of  50,547  acres  ; 

Chollerton  Sub-District  having  an  area  of  50,794  acres  ; 

Hexham  Sub-District  having  an  area  of  47,828  acres. 

The  Population  of  the  whole  of  the  District  being  estimated  at 
27,942,  and  the  number  of 

Deaths  during  the  year  having  been  389,  gives  a death-rate 
of  13 -9  per  thousand  ; of 

Births  there  has  been  737,  which  is  at  the  rate  of  26 '3  per 
thousand  of  the  population  ; and  of 

Infectious  Diseases  there  has  been  179,  all  of  which  will  lie 
more  fully  dealt  with, 


TABLE  I. 

Deaths  from  all  causes  in  the  Bywell  Sub-District. 


1 


See  Table 


TABLE  IT. 

Deaths  from  all  causes  in  the  Allendale  Sub-District: 
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See  Table 


Deaths  from  all  causes  in  the  Hexham  Sub-District. 


li 


Others  . 


TABLE  IV. 

Deaths  from  all  causes  in  tin  Ghollerton  Sub-District. 


I 


See  Table  V. 


TABLE  Y. 

Total  Deaths  in  the  whole  District. 
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Under  the  heading  Injuries  is  classsed  all  those  Deaths  from  other  than  natural  causes,  and  were  as  fo’lows  : ">  Accidental  Drowning 

4 from  Accidents  at  work  ; 1 from  Exposure  and  Starvation  ; and  3 from  Suicides  by  Hanging. 
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TABLE  VI. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  in  the  Allendale  Sub-District. 


Under  and  bet  wet 

“ii  Yt 

ars  last  birthday. 

Disease. 

1 

5 

10 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

A up 

Searlat  Fever  ... 

• . . 

9 

1G 

10 

5 

I 

o 

. . . 

Typhoid  Fever... 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

... 

Erysipelas 

... 

... 

. . . 

1 

... 

Totals 

9 

16 

16 

10 

6 

3 

... 

TABLE  VII. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  in  the  Bywell  Sub- District. 


Under  and  between  Years  last  birthday. 

Disease. 

1 

5 

10 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

& up 

Searlat  Eever  ... 

11 

15 

5 

6 

1 

. . . 

1 

39 

Typhoid  Fever... 

... 

o 

O 

... 

2 

1 

7 

Puerperal  Fever 

... 

1 

... 

i i 

Diptheria 

1 

... 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Crysipelas 

l 

2 

3 

2 

o 

o 

n 

•3 

5 

19 

Totals 

13 

19 

8 

11 

6 

5 

S 

70 

lu 


TABLE  VI If. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  in  the  Chollerton  Sub-District. 


Under 

and  between  Years  last  birthday. 

02 

ft 

Disease. 

1 

5 

10 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

& up 

© 

H 

Scarlat  Fever  .. 

1 

10 

2 

1 

1 

15 

Diptheria 

' * ' 

1 

2 

... 

1 

... 

2 

1 

7 

Puerperal  Fever 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

o 

Typhoid  Fever... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

i 

Erysipelas 

... 

... 

... 

4 4* 

. . . 

2 

2 

Totals 

2 

12 

2 

3 

2 

o 

4 

27 

TABLE  IX. 


Cases  of  Infections  Disease  in  the  Hexham  Sub-District. 


Under  and  between  Years  last  birthday. 

Totals. 

Disease.  1 

5 

10 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

it  up 

Fcarlat  Fever 

5 

14 

2 

o 

1 

1 

. . . 

25 

Diptluria  . . ... 

1 

1 

o 

1 

... 

... 

5 

Erysipelas  

... 

i 

i 

o 

... 

1 

f) 

Typhoid  Fever 

... 

1 

... 

... 

i 

Totals  

6 

16 

3 

5 

4 

1 

1 

3G 

v*\  ' 


TABLE  X. 

Table  of  Infectious  Diseases  for  (he  whole  District. 


Under 

and  between  Years  last  bi 

rthday. 

iA 

d 

Disease. 

1 

5 

10 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

& up 

-4^> 

o 

H 

Scarlat  Fever  ... 

26 

55 

19 

14 

4 

3 

1 

122 

Dipthei  ia 

... 

3 

3 

... 

4 

2 

2 

2 

16 

Puerperal  Fever 

... 

... 

i 

9 

... 

... 

3 

Typhoid  Fever. . . 

... 

... 

3 

... 

3 

2 

2 

10 

Erysipelas 

... 

1 

2 

4 

3 

6 

4 

8 

28 

Totals 

30 

63 

23 

25 

14 

11 

13 

179 

Ny\y 


/v/v/v 


/*v^V 
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15  1 R T il  S . 

The  Total  Number  of  Births  for  the  year  is  737,  being  a decrease 
of  0 from  that  of  last  year.  There  lias  been  very  little  difference  in  the 
total  numbers  of  each  of  the  Sub  Districts,  between  those  of  last  year 
and  this.  The  number  of  Illegitimate  is  44,  against  46  last  year,  which 
is  at  the  rate  of  5-9  per  cent,  being  a reduction  of  0-2  per  cent ; that 
of  last  year  being  at  the  rate  of  6‘1  per  cent.  The  total  birth  rate  for 
the  year  being  2G'3  per  thousand  of  the  population. 


TABLE  XI. 


Births  for  Allendale  Sub-District. 


MONTHS. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

TOTAL. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

January  ... 

6 

4 

1 

11 

February 

1 

3 

4 

March 

3 

3 

April 

5 

2 

7 

May 

8 

7 

1 

16 

June 

•> 

*) 

•> 

1 

6 

July  

8 

6 

14 

August  ...  ..; 

•> 

(i 

September 

5 

1 

6 

October  ... 

4 

3 

1 

8 

November 

0 

3 

•) 

1 1 

December 

4 

4 

1 

1 

10 

TOTALS  ... 

52 

44 

o 

i) 

5 

104 

T A 151 ,15  XII. 


Li i 1 1 hs  for  Bywell  Sub-District 


MONTHS. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

TOTAL. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

January  ... 

27 

19 

1 

47 

Februai-y 

15 

14 

1 

30 

March  ... 

21 

15 

1 

37 

April 

13 

9 

2 

1 

25 

May 

9 

8 

i 

1 

19 

June 

16 

22 

2 

1 

41 

July 

23 

23 

. > • 

1 

47 

August  ... 

15 

12 

O 

mJ 

29 

September 

10 

1 1 

1 

22 

October  .. 

13 

17 

i 

36 

November 

21 

IS 

i 

1 

41 

December 

14 

13 

o 

29 

TOTALS  ... 

202 

181 

12 

8 

403 

TABLE  XIII. 

Births  for  Chollerton  Sub-District, 


MONTHS. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

TOTAL. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

January  ... 

4 

1 

1 

6 

February 

4 

5 

1 

10 

March 

5 

4 

1 

2 

12 

April 

5 

3 

8 

M ay 

8 

5 

2 

i 

16 

June 

8 

9 

i 

18 

July 

5 

5 

. « . 

10 

August  ... 

6 

8 

i 

12 

September 

4 

6 

10 

October  ... 

6 

4 

10 

November 

3 

8 

i 

12 

December 

7 

4 

i 

12 

TOTALS  ... 

65 

59 

5 

7 

136 

1 1 

TABLE  XIV. 

Births  for  ltcxham  Sub- District. 


MONTHS. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

TOTAL. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

January  ... 

2 

1 

2 

5 

February 

6 

2 

i 

9 

March 

3 

2 

5 

April 

4 

5 

1 

10 

May 

5 

5 

10 

June 

3 

7 

10 

July 

2 

6 

8 

August  ... 

4 

3 

7 

September 

7 

0 

- 

9 

October  ... 

5 

5 

10 

November 

3 

o 

6 

December 

3 

2 

5 

TOTALS  ... 

47 

43 

3 

1 

94 

TABLE  XV. 

Total  Births  for  the  whole  of  the  District,  with 
Percentage  of  Illegitimacy. 


DISTRICT. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

Totals. 

Percentage  of 
Illegitimate. 

M 

F 

VI 

F 

Allendale  ... 

52 

44 

3 

5 

104 

7-0 

By  well 

202 

181 

12 

S 

403 

4-9 

Chollerton  ... 

65 

59 

5 

7 

136 

8-8 

Hexham 

47 

43 

3 

1 

94 

4-2 

Totals 

366 

327 

23 

21 

737 

5 -9 

if 

if 

ii 

if 

ii 

if 

fi 

fi 


if 

if 

if 

if 

if 


l'y  the  side 


’ 


if 

if 

it 


if 

if 

if 

if 

if 

a 


g;is  pipe 


V 

I! 


53 

12 

32 

5 

G 

4 

10 

5 
G 
3 
G 
2 
1 
2 
•> 

14 

3 

17 


NVTSANCKS,  iv ('i 

The  following  Notices  have  been  issued  to  U wind’s  ahd  OcOUpieiS, 
dating  the  year,  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  :•  - 

To  Provide  proper  drainage  to  premises 
Open  out  and  relay  choked  drains 
Trap  inlets  to  drains 
Trap  waste  water  pipes  ... 

Cement,  pave,  ana  repair  defective  water  surfaces 
Cleanse,  cement,  and  drain  urinals 
Relay  floors,  and  drain  stables,  byres,  and  piggeries 
Properly  cleanse  cesspools,  and  open  channels 
Disconnect  rainwater  downpipes  with  drains 
Cease  depositing  liquid  matter  into  ashpits  ... 

Relay  defective  drains  to  premises 
Place  gullies  outside  of  cellars 
Repair  manhole 

Deposit  plans  of  buildings  in  course  of  erection 
Provide  manure  pits 
Remedy  dampness  ih  dwelling  houses 
Provide  ventilation  to  drains 
Cleanse  piggeries,  fowlhouses,  byres,  and  stables 
Provide  W.c.,  E.c.,  ashpit,  and  privy  accommodation 
Remove  cesspools 

Cease  depositing  ashes,  and  other  refuse,  on  or 
public  roads 

Remove  offensive  refuse  from  slaugther  houses 
Repaii  delapidated  ashpits  and  privies 
Cement  floors  and  walls  of  ashpits  and  privies 
Ventilate  ashpits  and  privies 
Properly  cleanse  ashpits  and  privies 
Remove  offensive  accumulation  of  refuse  from  premises 
Spout  dwelling  houses  and  premises 
Properly  cleanse  underground  sinks  and  gullies  . . 

Connect  drains  to  sewers 

Cease  depositing  ashes,  and  other  refuse,  into  a watercourse 
Repair  water  fittings 
Protect  water  supply 
Erect  out  offices  according  to  bye-laws 
Lime-wash  walls,  etc.,  of  premises  . .. 

Cleanse  spouts  and  valley  gutters  ... 

Repair  and  cleanse  flushing  tanks 
Properly  cleanse  public  watering  places 
Provide  more  light  and  ventilation  to  byres 
Properly  cleanse  manure  pits 

Not  to  lay  water  pipe  in  the  same  trench  as  house  drain  or 
Cncover  new  laid  drains 
Ventilate  w.c.  soil  nines 


17 

4 
2G 

7 

12 
7 it 
10 
4G 
22 
37 
43 
3 
1 I 
3 
1 1 
7 
G 
•) 

: i 

7 

3 

5 


] r, 


,,  Repair  defective  w.r.  lutings  ... 

,,  Make  one  half’ of  window  in  rooms  to  open 
,,  ("ease  discharging  drains  into  manure  pit  ... 

„ Cover  ashpit  ... 

„ Pre  vent  overflow  from  cesspool  discharging  on  to  the  public  road 
t Vase  depositing  sawdust  by  the  side,  of  a watercourse 
, Yr  " vew-rs 

„ Not  to  deposit  off  nisi  ve  nia'ter  on  b lilding  sites 
,,  Repair  outlets  of  sewers 

Bed  s o>  • 1 1 1 i 1 1 g,  clothes,  <fcc,,  destroyed  after  eases  of  fever 
Cases  of  disinfectants  supplied 

Schools,  dwelling  houses,  bedding,  furniture,  tfcc.,  fumigated 
Drains  tested  by  smoke  test  and  found  defective 
Drains  found  defective 
Part  of  sewers  relaid  at  Newbrough,  Prudhoe,  and  Hnmshaugh. 

Part  of  sewers  extended  at  Oviugtun-on-Tyne  and  Haydon  Bridge. 
NewT  sewers  laid  at  Prudhoe,  Catton,  Colwell,  and  Ovingham. 


i 

3 
1 
1 

4 
1 

5 


l 

93 

14 

42 

10 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES,  DAIRIES,  A COWSHEDS. 

These  continue  to  be  kept  in  a satisfactory  state  | and  whenever 
anything  has  been  required  to  be  put  right,  it  has  been  done  without 
further  proceedings  than  the  Notice  being  required.  The  utensils  have 
been  found  clean,  and  in  good  order ; and  the  whitewashing  and 
cleansing  of  the  buildings  attended  to.  - There  are  GO  licensed  Dairies 
in  the  district. 


PRIVIES  AND  ASHPITS. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  better  attention  is  given  to  the  cleaning  out 
of  these  by  the  people  than  formerly.  Many  of  the  older  ones  having 
been  built  with  a large  and  uncovered  ashpit,  and  below  the 
surrounding  ground  level,  are  in  a very  unsatisfactory  stiite,  as  has 
been  reported,  and  these  wi.l  now  have  to  be  reconstructed  according  to 
the  new  bye-laws,  which  have  made  the  middens  quite  large  enough  ; 
and  in  new  buildings  lias  increased  the  distance  from  the  dwelling 
house  to  twelve  feet,  for  both  ashpit  and  privy,  which  is  an  improvement. 


I S 9 6 


PLANS  PASSED  AT  THE  FOLLOWING  MEETINGS' 

■—  ► • -<liw  


21  si  January. 

Prudhoe. — Plans  of  a House,  Shop,  Stable,  <tc.,  for  Mr.  Harkness, 
Main  Street,  Prudhoe,  were  submitted  and  approved.  A Plan  for  a 
Public  Urinal,  near  the  Dr.  Syntax  Inn,  was  submitted  and  approved. 
Plans  for  Two  Houses,  Shops,  Stables,  etc.,  at  Main  Street,  for  Messrs. 
Lee  & Simpson,  were  submitted  and  approved.  Plans  of  a Wesleyan 
Chapel  and  Schoolroom,  at  Main  Street,  were  referred  back,  owing  to 
the  Plans  not  being  complete. 

Cohbridge. — Plans  of  additions  and  alterations  to  a House  at 
Princess  Street,  for  Mrs.  Forster,  were  submitted  and  approved,  subject 
to  an  extra  gulley  sink,  buchan  trap,  and  ventilating  shaft  being 
provided,  and  the  drain  laid  in  a bed  of  concrete  through  the  passage. 

Riding  Mill. — Plans  for  Five  Cottages,  for  the  N.E.  R.  Co.,  were 
referred  back,  awaiting  their  reply  to  the  Surveyor’s  letter. 

Mickley. — Plans  for  Eleven  Cottages,  at  Mickley  Bank,  for 
Messrs.  Guthrie  & Mason,  were  approved  of,  subject  to  the  drainage 
being  disconnected  from  the  main  sewer,  and  a ventilating  shaft  fixed  at 
the  highest  point  of  the  drain. 


Preditoe. — Plans  for  Might  Cottages  at  Halfway  Houses,  for 
Messrs.  Smithson  & Son,  were  submitted  and  approved  of,  subject  to  the 
outoffices  of  four  of  the  Cottages  being  placed  twelve  feet  from  the 
dwellings 


18th  February . 

Bywell. — Amended  Plans  of  Outoffices  at  the  Caretaker’s  Cottage, 
Hindley  Church,  near  Stocksfield-on-Tyne,  were  submitted  and 
approved. 

Riding  Mill.  — Plans  of  Five  Cottages,  for  the  N.E.  R.  Co.,  were 
submitted  and  approved.  Plans  of  Alterations  and  Additions  to  a 
Cottage,  at  Willow  Wood,  for  Mr.  Drewitt,  were  submitted  and 
approved. 

Co R bridge. — Amended  Plans  of  Outoffices  for  Eight  Rev  Houses, 
at  Orchard  Yale,  for  Mr.  Burns,  were  submitted  and  approved 

Pkudiioe. — Drainage  and  a Site  Plan  of  a New  House,  at  Halfway 
Houses,  for  Mr.  Lamb,  Merchant,  Wylam-on-Tyne,  were  submitted  and 
approved. 


17th  March. 

Ov i xgton-ON-T y n e. — Plans  of  Ten  Cottages,  <m  the  North  Side,  for 
Mr.  I Barron,  Merchant,  were  submitted  and  approved,  subject  to  the 
small  Bedroom  being  ventilated  above  the  doors,  and  the  main  drain 
provided  with  a ventilating  shaft  at  its  highest  point. 

Allendale. — Plans  for  Alterations  and  Additions  to  Nos.  2 and  3, 
Wentworth  Place,  for  Mrs.  Paine,  •>,  Park  Terrace,  Sunderland,  were 
submitted  and  approved  of,  subject  to  the  new  looms  being  not  less  than 
8 feet  f inches  high. 


Ill 


Cokimudge. — Plans  of  Alterations  and  Additions  to  the  Wheat 
Sheaf  Inn,  for  Messrs.  Ridley,  Cutcer,  i Firth,  Browers,'  Nowcasi  h-on- 
Tyne,  were  submitted  amt  approved  of,  subject  to  a small  room  being 
ventilated,  and  the  rooms  on  the  tirst  floor  being  not  less  than  8 feet  6 
inches  high,  and  the  soil  pipe  ventilating  shaft  carried  up  to  the  ridge. 
Plans  for  Three  Houses,  at  Eal’s  Flat,  Station  Road,  for  Mr.  Davidson, 
Builder,  were  submitted  and  approved  of,  subject  to  efficient  water 
supply  being  provided  before  the  houses  are  occupied. 

Prudhoe. — Plans  of  Stables  and  Coach-house,  at  West  Wylam 
Inn,  for  Messrs.  Ridley,  Cutter  & Firth,  Brewers,  Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
w re  submitted  and  approved  of,  subject  to  the  covered  shed  being 
ventilated  in  the  roof. 

Ovingham-on-Tyne. — Plans  for  Baths,  W.C.’s,  and  Lavatories,  tc 
Houses  at  Castle  View,  for  Mr.  Wilson,  St.  Ann’s  Street,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne,  were  submitted  and  approved  of,  subject  to  the  fittings  and 

drainage  being  done  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Bywell.  — Plans  of  Outoflioes  and  Urinal,  at  the  Inn,  New  Ridley, 
Stocksfield,  for  Mr.  Richardson,  Cronkley,  Riding  Mill,  were  submitted 
and  approved  of,  subject  to  the  outoffiees  being  erected  on  the  Plan 
adopted  by  the  Council  ; the  new  buildings  spouted,  and  downspout  to 
discharge  on  to  trapped  gulley. 


!lth  May. 

Corbridge. — Plans  of  Additions  to  the  Golden  Lion  Inn,  for 
Messrs.  Gibson  it  Co.,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  were  submitted  and  approved. 

Prudhoe. — Plans  of  a Shop,  Warehouse,  Sic.,  at  Low  Prudhoe,  for 
tin-  Piudhoe  and  Blaydon  Co-Operative  Society,  were  submitted  and 
approved.  Amended  Plans,  for  a Wesleyan  Chapel  and  Schoolroom, 
were  submitted  and  approved. 

Si.aley.— Plans  of  Addition  to  Cottage,  at  Main  Road,  for  Mr. 
Robson,  Burnside,  were  submitted  and  approved. 


IIywell.  — Plans  ot  a ”\  ilia  Residence,  for  Mr.  Weighell,  Newcastle - 
on  Tyne,  on  the  Painshawfield  Estate,  Stoeksfield,  were  submitted  and 
approved.  Plans  of  a Villa,  Stable,  Byre,  &c.,  on  the  Painshawfield 
Estate,  Stoeksfield,  for  Mr.  English,  Newcastle -on-Tyne,  were  submitted 
and  approved. 

Prudhoe. — Plans  of  Eleven  Cottages,  for  the  West  Wylam  and 
Prudhoe  Co-Operative  Society,  were  submitted  and  approved. 


9th  June. 

BvWei.l. — Plans  of  Two  Villas,  on  the  Painshawfield  Estate, 
Stoeksfield,  for  Mr.  0.  H.  Scott  and  Mr.  Adams,  Ryton,  were  submitted 
and  approved.  Plans  of  an  Addition  to  a Cottage  at  Apperley  Bank, 
Stoeksfield,  for  Mr.  A.  Dodds,  were  submitted  and  approved. 

Allendale.  — Plans  of  a Villa,  Stable,  &c.,  at  Rotlands,  for  Mr. 
Henderson,  the  Hope,  were  submitted  aud  approved.  Plans  of  Out- 
offices,  for  Mr.  Short,  Leadgate,  were  submitted  and  approved. 


Corbridge. — Plans  of  Fourteen  Semi-detached  Villas,  on  the  Aydon 
Road  Building  Estate,  for  Messrs.  Scott  & Co.,  Builders,  Blyth,  were 
submitted  and  approved. 


ByyVell. — Plans  of  a Villa  Residence,  on  the  Painshawfield  Estate, 
Stoeksfield,  for  Mr.  E.  Graham,  were  submitted  and  approved, 

NewbrouoH. — Plans  of  Additions  and  Alterations  to  the 
Gardener's  Cottage  ar  the  Hall,  for  Mr.  Coulson,  Lythocourt,  Tiverton, 
Devon,  were  submitted  and  approved. 


Prudiioe.-—  Plans  of  a House,  at  Oakfield  Terrace,  for  Mr.  Matson, 
.Butch  a',  Were  submitted  and  approved. 


7th  Juhj. 

WYLAM-ON-Tyne.  — Plana  of  a Farm  House,  at  Wylam  Wood,  for 
Mr.  C.  J.  Cruddas,  were  submitted  and  approved  of,  subject  to  a 
bUchan  trap  and  ventilating  shaft  to  soilpipe  being  provided. 

Chollerton.-— Plans  of  Drainage  at  Colwell  Fell  House  Farm,  and 
Outoffiees  at  Cowdon  Gate  Cottage,  for  Mr.  Riddell,  Felton,  were 
submitted  and  approved. 

Bywell. — Plans  of  a Villa,  on  the  Painshaw  Field  Estate,  Stocks- 
held,  for  Mrs.  Stark,  were  submitted  and  approved,  subject  to  a 
ventilating  grate  being  provided  to  a small  room. 

Cokbridoe. — Plans  of  a Bathroom,  <fcc.,  to  the  Wheat  Sheaf  Inn, 
for  Messrs.  Ridley,  Cutter,  & Firth,  Brewers,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  were 
submitted  and  approved. 


J).th  A uynst. 

Warden. — Plans  of  a P.  M.  Chapel,  at  Hardhaugh,  were  submitted 
and  approved.  Plans  of  Two  Semi-detached  Villas,  at  Frankham  Road, 
Fourstones,  for  Mr.  R.  Mitchell,  were  submitted  and  approved. 

Prudiioe. — -Plans  of  Alterations  to  a Building  at  the  Bank,  for 
Mr.  Handyside,  Bill  Quay,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  were  submitted  and 
approved. 

Mickley. — Plans  of  a House  and  Joiner’s  Shop,  at  Mickley  Bank, 
for  Mr.  R.  Mason,  Hollywell  Terrace,  Stocksfield,  Were  submitted  and 
approved,  subject  to  the  two  small  rooms  being  efficiently  ventilated. 

Corbridge. — Plans  of  a Villa  Resilience,  at  Lady  Cutter  Lane,  for 
Mr.  Irvine,  were  submitted  and  approved,  subject  to  their  being  no 
overflow  pipe  to  the  cesspool.  Plans  of  a Villa,  on  the  Aydon  Road 
Building  Estate,  for  Mr.  Smith,  Beaconsfield,  were  submitted  and 
approved. 

Aco.mb. — Plans  of  Additions  and  Alterations  In  a House,  at 
Howford  Brick  Works,  for  Mr.  Nicholson,  were  submitted  and 
approved. 
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P> YU  ELL. — Plans  of  an  Entran*e  Lo  Ige,  at  Broomlev  Grange,  neat' 
Stockstield,  for  Mr.  J.  11.  Armstrong,  were  submitted  and  approved  of, 
subject  to  the  bedrooms  on  the  first  floor  being  not  less  than  8 ft.  6 in. 
high.  Plans  for  Two  Semi-detached  Villas,  on  the  Painshawfield 
Estate,  for  Messrs.  Slater  cfe  Morrison,  were  submitted  and  approved. 
Plans  for  Two  Semi-detached  Villas,  on  the  Painshawfield  Estate,  for 
Messrs.  0.  it  F.  Thompson,  Mickley,  were  submitted  and  approved. 

Oorbridoe.-  Plans  cf  Four  Houses,  at  Princes  Street,  for  Mr. 
Viney,  the  Mount,  were  submitted  and  approved. 


29th  September. 

Haydox  BrIdGE. — Plans  of  Additions  and  Alterations  to  a 
Cottage,  at  Havdon  Fell,  for  the  Exors.  of  the  late  J.  Rodgerson, 
Croxdale  Hall,  Durham,  were  submitted  and  approved, 

C’hollerton.  Plans  of  Sewag1,  at  Swinburne  Castle,  for  Mr* 
Riddell,  the  Park,  Felton,  were  submitted  and  approved. 

Mickley.  — Plans  of  Two  Semi-detached  Villas,  at  Branch  End 
Building  Estate,  near  Stockstield,  for  Mr.  Sowerby,  Painshawfield 
Terrace,  were  submitted  and  approved. 

Bywell.  — Plans  of  a Villa  Residence,  Coachman’s  House.  Stables, 
&c.,  at  Bioom ley  Grange,  near  Stockstield,  for  Mr.  •).  II  Armstrong 
were  submitted  and  approved  of,  subject  to  all  bed  and  boxrooms 
without  firegrates,  to  be  efficiently  ventilated  ; where  drains  aic  laid 
under  Hours  of  house,  to  be  ventilated  at  each  end  ; outotfices  to  be 
provided  to  the  dwelling  house  at  stables.  Plans  ot  a \ ilia  on  the 
Painshawfield  Estate,  for  Mr.  Brew  is,  Photographer,  Newcastle-on- 1 yne, 
were  submitted  and  approved,  subject  to  a ventilating  pipe  being  fixed 
at  the  highest  point  of  drain. 
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27  th  October. 

Byweli,.  — Plans  of  Additions  and  Alterations  to  Hindley  House, 
Stocksfield,  for  Mr.  Forster,  were  submitted  and  approved. 

Ov’ inoiiam - ox  Tyne. — Plans  of  Farm  Buildings,  at  Chapel  Farm, 
for  Mr.  Bigge,  were  submitted  and  approved. 


2Jft.lL  November. 

Haydox  Bridge. — Plans  for  Converting  a Chapel  Building  into  a 
Dwelling  House,  at  Langley-on-Tyne,  for  Mr.  Lisle,  Merchant, 
Hexham,  were  submitted  and  approved. 

Acomb.  — Plans  of  a Cottage,  at  High  Salmon’s  Well,  for  Mr.  J. 
Batey,  were  submitted  and  approved,  subject  to  the  two  small  rooms 
being  not  less  than  8 feet  high,  and  sufficiently  ventilated. 


22nd  December . 

Ovington-on-Tyne. — Flans  of  Additions  and  Alterations  to  Two 
Cottages,  for  Mr.  Little,  Merchant,  Mickley,  were  submitted  and 
approved. 

Corbri doe. — Plans  of  Bathrooms,  &c.,  to  Semi-detached  Houses,  on 
the  Aydon  Road  Estate,  for  Messrs.  Scott  & Co.,  Builders,  Blyth,  were 
submitted  and  approved. 

Hexiiamsiiire  Low  Quarter. — Plans  for  Stables,  Coach-house, 
Man's  Rooms,  Byres,  &c.,  at  the  Linnell  Mill,  for  Mr.  Charlton,  were 
submitted  and  approved  of,  subject  to  the  man’s  rooms  being  not  less 
than  8 feet  high,  all  inlets  to  drains  to  be  on  the  outside  of  the 
buildings. 

Allendale. — Plans  of  Additions  and  Alterations  to  a House,  in 
the  Market  Place,  for  Mr.  M.  Stephenson,  were  submitted  and 
approved  of,  subject  to  the  rooms  without  fire  grates  to  be  efficients 
ventilated  ; ashpit  provided,  soilpipe  to  the  w.c.  on  ground  floor  to  be 
ventilated. 
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INQUESTS  AND  UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 


There  has  been  the  same  number  of  Inquests  as  last  year,  viz  : — IS 
in  the  whole  of  the  District.  Of  these,  2 were  held  in  the  Allendale 
Sub-District  ; 5 in  the  Bywell  Sub-District  ; 7 in  the  Chollerton  Sub- 
District  ; and  4 in  the  Hexham  Sub-District.  There  were  also  5 deaths 
reported  to  the  coroner  from  various  causes,  and  in  which,  under  the 
circumstances  as  submitted  to  him,  he  did  not  consider  an  inquest 
necessary,  and  a certificate  given  as  to  the  cause  of  death,  and  returned 
as  1 from  Suicide  by  Hanging;  3 from  Heart  Disease;  and  1 from 
Pneumonia.  There  was  also  returned  10  deaths  as  uncertified  by  a 
medical  practitioner,  of  these  3 were  from  the  By  well  Sub-District,  and 
were  reported  as  having  died — 2 from  Measles  ; 2 from  Convulsions  ; 
and  2 from  Pneumonia.  And  from  the  Chollerton  Sub-District  there 
was  4,  and  returned  as  having  died — 1 from  Ricketts;  1 from  Phthisis  ; 
1 from  Convulsions  ; and  1 from  Old  Age.  Although  this  is  3 mote 
deaths  of  this  character  than  was  returned  last  year,  they  are  getting 
very  much  less  in  number  than  used  to  be  the  case  up  to  the  last  three 
or  four  years. 


Ih  respect  to  tlie  mortality  of  the  district,  it  will  be  seen  their  has 
been  3S9  Deaths,  and  this  gives  n death-rate  of  13-9  per  thousand  of 
the  population.  There  is  nothing  in  regard  to  the  number  or  the  kind 
of  any  of  the  diseases,  nor  of  any  particular  locality  being  affected  with 
any  one  disease,  more  than  another,  which  requires  special  mention. 
The  deaths  of  children  under  1 year  is  at  the  rate  of  99  06  per 
thousand  of  children  born. 

In  Zymotic  Diseases  under  the  Notification  Act  there  has  been  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  cases,  but  a decrease  in  the  mortality".  This 
year  the  number  was  179,  which  is  an  increase  of  57,  and  is  owing  to 
the  greater  number  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  returned.  The  number  of 
deaths  was  19,  against  23  last  year  ; and  is  at  the  rate  of  4’8  per  cent, 
of  the  whole.  It  will  be  seen  that 

Scarlet  Fever  far  exceeds  all  the  others,  even  combined,  on  the 
Notification  List,  and  has  extended  over  the  whole  district.  It  has 
generally  been  of  a mild  type,  but  there  has,  unfortunately,  been  three 
deaths  from  it.  Out  of  the  122  cases.  81  were  under  10  years  old. 
The  School  at  Catton  was  closed  on  this  account  from  February  8th  till 
March  23rd,  when,  under  the  circumstances,  it  was  considered  safer 
to  prolong  the  closure  another  week;  which  was  done,  and  reopened 
on  March  30th,  and  there  was  no  further  spread.  The  National  School, 
at  Corbridge,  was  also  closed  on  November  24th,  and  contiuUed  closed 
on  this  account  till  the  end  of  the  year,  when  there  wars  an  epedemic  of 
Measles,  which  continued  the  closure  for  a month. 

Di/itheria. — There  has  beeh  an  increase  of  7 in  the  number  of  cases 
of  this  disease  over  that  of  last  year.  There  was  no  case  returned  from 
the  Allendale  Sub-district,  With  two  exceptions,  it  occurred  in 
isolated  cases,  and  having  no  connection  with  each  other,  so  far  as 
could  be  ascertained  ; and  under  different  conditions,  so  far  as  the 
water,  the  situation  of  the  buildings,  and  the  district  is  concerned. 
Lut  as  has  formerly  been  remarked,  in  a very  great  majority  of  the 
cases,  there  has  been  dampness,  and  a want  of  light  and  ventilation, 
generally  in  what  is  called  the  kitchen  or  waslnip  place  ; in  the  darkest 


corner  of  whieli  if  there  is  a slopstone,  it  is,  as  a rule,  placed  there. 

I his,  of  course,  refers  (o  'he  older  class  of  houses,  the  more  recent  ones 
heini;-  very  different  in  that  respect.  The  danger  in  such  cases  is 
a I ways  pointed  out,  and,  as  a rule,  readily  seen  and  remedied.  Of 

Ti/jihoui  Fern-,  there  has  fortunately  been  a great  reduction,  there 
having  been  only  10  eases,  against  that  of  29  last  year.  These  have  all 
been  isolated  cases,  and  unlike  some  of  those  last  year,  have  all  been  in 
different  houses,  and  localities,  and  at  different  times.  The  mortality, 
however,  has  been  very  high,  there  having  been  three  deaths,  of  which 
two  were  under  13  years  of  age.  In  all  these  cases  every  care  is  taken, 
so  far  as  possible,  to  examine  the  drainage  and  water  supply  ; and 
anything  defective,  or  considered  as  a probable  cause,  is  put  right.  Of 

Erysipelas,  there  was  29  cases,  the  same  number  as  last  year.  Of 
these  19  were  in  the  Bywell  Sub-district.  There  has  been  in  the  whole 
district  nothing  of  an  epidemic  character  about  it,  and  it  has  not  been 
more  prevalent  in  any  one  small  area  than  another.  . And  in  one 
instance  only  was  it  conveyed  directly  from  one  person  to  another. 
There  has  been  no  deaths  from  it.  Of 

Whooping  Cough , which  is  not  on  the  Notification  List,  there  has 
been  a very  large  number  of  cases  : no  idea  can  be  formed  of  what  that 
number  is,  but  it  has  seriously  affected  the  attendance  of  some  of  the 
Schools.  That  at  Keenly  having  been  closed  from  the  middle  of  April 
till  the  end  of  May.  There  has  fortunately  been  only  6 deaths  from  it, 
compared  with  12  last  year  ; so  that  the  death-rate  from  it,  considering 
the  large  number  of  cases  there  must  have  been,  cannot  be  a very  large 
one.  The  parents  seem  to  treat  the  danger  of  infection  between  the 
children  with  the  greatest  indifference,  and  so  long  as  they  are  able  to 
run  about,  they  are  allowed  to  do  so;  but  unfortunately,  under  the 
circumstances,  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  do  otherwise,  taking  the 
accommodation  and  character  of  the  complaint  into  consideration.  Of 

Mrasles,  which  is  also  not  on  the  Notification  List,  there  has  been  a 
very  large  number,  and  on  this  account  the  death-rate,  according  to  the 
number  of  deaths  and  the  number  of  cases  having  occurred,  cannot  be 
estimated.  There  however  has  been  9 deaths  returned  for  the  year  ; 
there  hav  ing  bei  n none  during  the  two  previous  years.  Of  these  1 
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in  the  Hexham  and  8 in  the  Bywell  Sub-districts  ; and  j were  under 
one  year,  and  4 were  over  one  and  under  five  years  old.  The  number 
of  adults  which  have  been  affected  with  it  or,  Whooping  Cough,  cannot 
be  stated,  as  is  done  with  the  diseases  which  are  notified.  It  has  had 
a serious  effect  on  the  School  attendance.  Those  at  Low  Prudho1 
being  closed  from  January  Gth  till  February  17th  ; High  Prudlioe, 
January  31st  till  March  9th  ; St.  Matthew’s,  February  1 7th  till  May 
9th  ; Eltringham,  May  9th  till  April  6th;  Horsley,  December  lltli 
till  January  lltli.  The  Snods  School  had  also  a few  families  affected, 
which  reduced  the  number  attending,  but  did  not  close. 

Closure  of  Schools,  from  an  educational  point  of  view,  is  a serious 
matter,  under  any  conditions  ; and  the  question  from  a sanitary  point 
is,  Does  the  closure  of  a School  prevent  the  spread  of  or  shorten  an 
epidemic  1 From  experience,  it  is  very  doubtful  in  this  district,  at  any 
rate,  whether  the  closure  of  the  School  checks  an  epidemic  or  not.  It 
however  soon  becomes  necessary  to  do  so,  from  the  fact  that  a sufficient 
number  cannot  be  got  together  to  make  it  worth  while  to  keep  it  open. 
It  must  be  remembered  it  is  often  not  the  number  who  are  actually  ill, 
so  much  as  the  number  which  is  kept  away,  as  belonging  to  an  infected 
house,  which  so  reduces  the  average.  Also,  many  will  not  send  their 
children  at  all,  as  they  say  it  is  at  the  School  the  infection  is  caught. 
So  that  in  these  circumstance,  and  in  such  cases  as  the  above,  where  no 
means  of  partial  closure  could  be  adopte  l,  there  is  very  little  alternative, 
and  the  best  policy  is  to  act  in  each  case  promptly,  and  if  closure  is 
likely  to  be  required,  to  do  so  at  once,  with  the  view  of  getting  the 
duties  re-commenced  as  soon  as  possible.  There  will  always  be  a 
difficulty  in  preventing  the  spread  of  these  diseases  until  there  is  means 
of  isolating  the  first  cases.  At  present  there  is  no 

Isolation,  Hospital  available  for  any  case  ; nor  is  there  any  means  of 
disinfecting  articles  of  bedding,  and  other  things  which  cannot  be 
washed,  and  which  is  certainly  a most  necessary  thing.  But  as  there  is 
now  a good  prospect  of  an  hospital  being  erected,  there  will,  no  doubt, 
be  means  provided  along  with  it  so  that  this  may  be  accomplished. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  in  cases  of  Scarlatina,  for  instance,  such  things 
as  carpets,  curtains,  bedding,  &c.,  retain  the  infection  for  a long  time, 
and  mav  be  a source  of  continuing  to  spread  the  disease. 


II  (tlnr  Su/)/)fi/.  — There  has  been  a great  deal  done  in  the  district, 
during  the  twelve  months,  in  providing  fresh,  and  improving  the  present 
supplies  in  many  places.  And  for  various  reasons  there  lias  been  2d 
samples  examine  1.  In  all  cases  of  illness  where  there  is  any  reason  at 
all  to  suspect  the  supply  may  be  contaminated,  a sample  is  always  taken 
for  examination,  and  tin;  surroundings  examined. 

At  Newbrough  a much  larger  collecting  tank  has  been  provided,  and 
the  main  pipes  to  the  middle  of  the  village  relaid,  and  two  standpipes 
erected. 

At  Acomb,  a larger  supply  has  been  considered.  This  is  a capital 
water,  from  Silver  Hill  and  Salmon’s  Well,  and  no  doubt  the  scheme 
will  soon  be  completed  now,  and  will  extend  to  the  Forge  and 
neighbourhood. 

Hedley-on-the-Hill. — For  the  supply  of  this  place,  which  is  at  present 
a very  bad  one,  boring  operations  have  been  completed,  and  water 
found  ; a sample  of  which  was,  on  analysis,  found  satisfactory,  and 
means  are  being  considered  for  forcing  it  up  to  the  village  to  a 
reservoir. 


The  supply  at  Great  Whittington  is  still  under  consideration ; 
negotiations  are  being  carried  on  for  the  rights  of  way-leave,  and  other 
matters  with  the  proprietor. 

The  supply  to  Barrasford  is  now  satisfactory  ; ihc  tank  having  been 
thoroughly  repaired  and  put  in  order. 

The  enquiry  into  the  Allendale  supply  has  been  concluded,  and  the 
scheme  will  he  proceeded  with. 

The  scheme  for  an  increased  supply  to  flay  don  Bridge  is  still 
receiving  the  consideration  of  the  Parish  Council, 

At  Ovjngtou,  t lie  storage  tank  lias  been  repaired,  and  piotei  t 'd  tio.n 
the  cattle-,  Are.  The  mains  have  been  relaid  with  cast  iron  pipes. 


The  Ovinghum  supplv,  which  was  not  tiltered,  inis,  since  attention 
was  called  to  the  matter,  been  attended  to,  and  is  now  laid  on  from  the 
filtered  supply, 

There  has  nothing  been  done  in  regard  to  getting  a better  supply  for 
Slaley.  The  want  is  not  so  much  felt  until  the  dry  weather,  when  it 
always  becomes  poor  and  unsatisfactory.  There  is  a good  supply  to  be 
bad,  and  of  very  good  quality. 

Sewciyc : Its  treatment  and  disposal , is  one  of  the  most  serious 
questions  of  the  day,  and  is  one  which  gives  a very  great  amount  of 
anxiety  and  responsibility  to  all  interested,  so  as  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  law  in  regard  to  the  Rivers  Pollution  Act,  and  sanitation 
generally.  There  are  many  different  modes  in  use,  and  one  which  might 
suit  one  place  fairly  well,  might  not  suit  another.  In  this  district, 
what  is  required  is  a system  which  could  be  applied  at  not  too  great  a 
cost  to  a comparatively  small  population,  and  not  require  much  keeping 
up  in  going  order.  It  will  be  remembered  a deputation  went  to  see  the 
Counden  works  in  operation,  with  the  view,  and  in  the  full  expectation 
it  would,  on  a small  scale,  suit  the  Mickley  Bank  case  ; and  there  is  no 
doubt,  without  going  into  details,  that  this  or  other  systems  now  in  use 
would  answer  the  purpose,  with  certain  reservations  f s to  land  required, 
expense  of  keeping  going,  and  getting  rid  of  the  refuse,  Arc.  But  since 
that  time  there  has  come  to  the  front  a system  called  the  septic  system, 
and  which  has  been  in  use  at  Exeter  for  some  time,  and  which  seems  to 
have  every  element  of  success  about  it,  so  far  as  theory  goes,  and  is  said 
to  be  effectual  in  practice.  The  Council  is  aware  of  what  the  system  is, 
and  it  would  seem  to  be  exactly  what  is  required  in  this  district.  It 
has  at  any  rate  the  merit  of  being  very  simple  and  inexpensive,  not  only 
to  construct,  but  afterwards.  The  literature  of  the  process  T am  fully 
acquainted  with,  but  have  had  no  conversation  with  any  m.  o.  a.  who 
has  seen  it  in  operation,  lmt  it  seems  fo  be  the  generally  accepted 
opinion  of  those  who  have,  that  it  will  answer,  and  ought  to  be  tried. 


Personally,  I am  sure  it  is  a stt*]>  in  the  right  direction,  ami  glad  the 
general  feeling  of  the  Council  is  the  same,  and  that  Mickley  Bank  will 
ha*  e the  opportunity  of  giving  it  a trial,  each  being  well  adapted  to  the 
other  m regard  to  position,  itc.  Ihe  sewage  at  other  places,  amongst 
which  may  be  more  particularly  mentioned,  that  of  Colwell  and  Catton 
is  going  to  receive  further  attention,  so  as  to  prevent  the  pollution  of 
any  stream  of  water.  There  is  also  a scheme  for  the  improvement  of 
the  sewage  at  Aeomb,  under  consideration. 

Dwellings.  — During  the  year  there  has  been  of  the  plans  passed  for 
dwelling  houses,  47  built  and  occupied.  There  continues  to  be  a great 
demand  for  a good  class  of  workman’s  dwelling,  with  sufficient  bedroom 
accommodation  for  a family,  and  there  is  nothing  more  requisite  nor 
more  appreciated  than  this,  and  wherever  built,  they  are  quickly  taken 
and  tenanted,  and  once  having  lived  in  a modern  built  house,  a family 
will  not  again  go  into  an  old  inferior  one.  It  is  to  be  hoped  more  of 
this  class  will  be  built,  so  as  to  be  able  to  do  away  with  the  old  >r  and 
more  unsanitary  ones,  as  some  of  which  will  have  to  be.  The  remainder 
of  the  houses  at  Wylam  which  were  condemned,  have  been  demolished 
or  evacuated  with  the  exception  of  one,  and  this  one  is  going  to  be. 
There  is  still  a good  deal  of  sub-letting,  and  is  no  doubt  partly  due  to 
the  rent,  but  this  is  no'  by  any  means  the  main  cause,  which  is,  the 
want  of  a greater  number  of  the  right  class  of  houses  at  a reasonable 
rent,  and  as  soon  as  these  can  be  had  there  will  be  little  sub-letting. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  with  very  great  satisfaction  that  the  foregoing  report 
which  is  again  paesented  to  you,  is  of  such  a favourable  character.  The 
death-rate,  which  is  a sure  guide  as  to  the  sanitary  state  of  the  district, 
js  again  a very  low  and  a falling  one.  This  is  not  a spasmo  lie  fall,  as  it 
has  1 een  a grudual  one  since  1890.  Taking  into  consideration  the 
character  of  the  district,  it  is  very  free,  comparrtively,  from  Typhoid 
Fever,  and  indeed,  from  all  diseases  dieectly  caused  by  want  of  sanitary 
measures,  in  which  there  has  been  a very  great  improvement  all  over. 
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And  very  great,  changes  and  improvements  have  been  made,  especially 
in  regard  to  the  water  supplies,  and  the  drainage  and  sewage,  and  this  is 
being  continued  in  every  way  by  the  Council,  which  it  is  hoped  will 
again  have  their  efforts  repaid,  by  a continued  decrease  in  the  death 
rate. 

1 remain, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  BOUSTEAD. 


